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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1876. 



Annual meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at 
Chickering Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue, New 
York, on Tuesday, January 11, 1876. 

Prof. RoswELL D. Hitchcock, LL. D., in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting was, on 
motion, dispensed with. 

The chairman, on calling the Society to order, expressed the 
thanks of the meeting to the ladies of the Union Home and School 
for the volunteered services of their band of music, composed en- 
tirely of boys. 

The following named persons were declared duly elected Fellows 
of the Society: 

August Buechner, John E. H. Hyde, Albert G. Heminway, W. H. 
Clarke, S. J. Douglass, T. R.Appleton, Wm. H.Owen, Henry Holt, 
Henry W. Halleck, Mrs. Geo. W. Cullum. 

Life Members — Prof. Alex. J. Schem, Herman Kobbe. 

Corresponding Members — W. E. Johnston, Esq., Paris, France ; 
Gen. Chas. P. Stone, Egyptian army, Cairo, Egypt ; Frank B. Pass- 
more, C. E., New Zealand ; Antonio Raimondi, Peru. 

The treasurer, Mr. George Cabot Ward, read his annual report, 
showing a cash balance to the credit of the Society of $1,430.89, 
and as a permanent fund the sum of $2,084.22. The report was 
accepted and ordered on file. 

The annual report of the Council for 1875 was then read by Mr. 
Wm. Remsen, chairman, and, on motion, it was accepted and ordered 
on file. 

The following amendments to the by-laws of the Society were 
offered by Mr. Harlow M. Hoyt : 

Resolved, That chapter 12, section 6, be amended by striking 
out the following : " He shall receive, for his services, such salary 
or pecuniary compensation as shall be determined by the Society 
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or the Council ; but neither in the Society nor in the Council shall 
he have a vote on any question relating to or affecting his salary or 
pecuniary compensation." 

Resolved, That chapter 14, sections 3 and 8, be amended so that 
they shall read as follows: 

" § 3. It shall appoint the necessary agents, clerks and servants 
of the Society with such powers and duties, privileges and compen- 
sation as it may from time to time determine, and may, at pleasure, 
revoke such appointments and make others in their stead. 

" § 8. No member of the Council shall receive any salary or pe- 
cuniary compensation for his services." 

Laid over for action under the rule until the next meeting of 
the Society. 

Mr. Francis A. Stout offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of five members of the Society be 
appointed by the chair to examine and consider the subject of a 
topographical survey of the State of New York, and to report to 
the Society in writing at its next meeting or to the Council. 

Which was duly seconded and adopted. 

The chair appointed the following committee: Samuel B. Rug- 
gles, chairman ; Francis A. Stout, James T. Gardner, Eldridge T. 
Gerry and William Remsen. 

The committee on nominations presented the following report : 

The committee appointed under a resolution passed at the last 
meeting to nominate a list of officers for the ensuing year beg leave 
to report : The recording secretary, Alvan S. Southworth, Esq., 
having resigned in consequence of pressing business and personal 
engagements, and the committee having been apprised that the 
Council have unanimously recommended the passage of a resolution 
by the Society restoring the former by-law that no elected officer 
should receive any salary or pecuniary compensation for his services, 
your committee have nominated Elial F. Hall, Esq., for recording 
secretary, that gentleman having kindly consented to discharge 
gratuitously the duties hitherto entrusted to the recording secretary 
until the newly elected Council can secure the services of an effi- 
cient person at the compensation paid by the Society for the dis- 
charge of these duties. For the three places in the Council made 
vacant by the death of Mr. Wm. Tilden Blodgett and the resigna- 
tions of Messrs. Southworth and Hoppin, the committee have se- 
lected Clarence King, Esq., the chief of the late western expedition 
for the survey of the fortieth parallel. Dr. Isaac I. Hayes, the ex- 
plorer of the Arctic, and Paul B. Du Chaillu, Esq., the well-known 
African traveller. With these changes, the committee recommend 
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the gentlemen hereafter named for election as ofificers and members 
of the Council for the ensuing year. We also recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be returned to our re- 
tiring secretary, Alvan S. Southworth, Esq., for the warm interest 
he has always manifested in the Society, and the efforts he has made 
to promote its welfare and to advance its objects. 

Officers and Council, 1876. 
President — Chas. P. Daly. 

Vice-Presidents — Frederick A. Conkling, Francis A. Stout, Geo. 
W. CuUum. 
Foreign Corresponding Secretary — E. R. Straznicky. 
Domestic Corresponding Secretary — James Muhlenberg Bailey. 
Recording Secretary — Elial t. Hall. 
Treasurer — George Cabot Ward. 

Council — William Remsen, Theodore W. Dwight, T. Bailey 
Myers, W. H. H. Moore, William E. Curtis, Walton W. Evans, 
Isaac Bernheimer, H. Manigault Morris, Charles A. Joy, Harlow M. 
Hoyt, Roswell D. Hitchcock, Samuel L. M. Barlow, Isaac I. Hayes, 
Paul B. Du Chaillu, Clarence King. 

(Signed) THOMAS F. HARRISON, Chairman, 
HENRY MORRISON, 
THEO. A. TELLKAMPF, M. D., , 

Committee. 

The above report of the nominating committee was, on motion, 
unanimously adopted. 

The Society then proceeded to a ballot, which resulted in the 
unanimous election of the above given ticket. 

The Hon. S. Wells WiUiams, M. D., LL. D., secretary of lega- 
tion at Pekin, China, was introduced and delivered a discourse upon 
" China, its Geography, People and Relation to the Other Nations." 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Wm. Adams, the thanks of the 
Society were extended to Dr. Williams for his able discourse, and a 
copy of it was requested for publication in the journal. 

On motion the Society then adjourned. 
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Meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at Chick- 
ering Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue. 

New York, February 26, 1876. 

Prof. RoswELL D. Hitchcock, LL. D., in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, January 1 1, 
1876, was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen, on the recommendation of the 
Council, were declared duly elected Fellows of the Society: A. G. 
Constable, William B. Ross, William G. Lathrop, Jr., Germain 
Hauschel, J. C. Rodriquez, Gen. Clinton B. Fisk, James P. Robin- 
son, J. C. Ayer, M. D., R. F. Stevens, Louis A. Cuppia, Simeon L 
Drake, William F. Nisbett, Richard H. Bowne, William Rockefeller, 
J. A. Bostwick, John A. Church, Harsen H. Smith, Frank P. Foster, 
Admiral C. H. Davis, U. S. Navy; Hiram W. Sibley, A. F. Hast- 
ings, J. Nelson Tappan, Roswell B. Ward. 

Corresponding Members. — David Murray, M. D., Tokio, Japan ; 
Major Fred. Hotchkiss, Staunton, Va. ; Walter G. Blackie, F. R. G. 
S., Glasgow. 

On motion of Mr. Harlow M. Hoyt, the amendments to chap- 
ter 12, section 6'j, to chapter 14, sections 3 and 8 of the by-laws, 
offered by him at the last meeting of the Society, January 1 1, 1876, 
were taken up and passed. 

The chair introduced Chief-Justice Daly to the Society, who de- 
livered his annual address upon the " Geographical Work of the 
World in 1875," illustrated by stereopticon views. 

The Society, on motion, then adjourned. 



Meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at Chick- 
ering Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue. 

New York, March 30, 1876. 

Chief-Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, February 
26, 1876, was, on motion, dispensed with. 

Mr. Charles Harris Phelps was introduced to the Society, who 
read a paper entitled "A Journey from Finland to Persia, Dagh- 
estan and Circassian" and Mr. Henry Ballantine read a paper entitled 
"A trip through Interior Persia to St. Petersburg." Both papers 
were illustrated by stereopticon views. 

On motion the Society then adjourned. 
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Meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at Chicker- 
ing Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue. 

New York, April 18, 1876. 

Chief-Justice Daly in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The following named gentlemen were, on the recommendation 
of the Council, declared duly elected Fellows and Corresponding 
Members of the Society: 

Fellows — Edward Trenchard, Copley Amory, Henry F. Spauld- 
ing, Chauncey M. Depew, Robert S. Hale, John C. Peters, M. D., 

A. H. H. Dawson, Evan F. Walker, William L. Andrews, James 
Buell, H. L. Barnett, Ward B. Burnett, Frank R. Lawrence, W. 
Robert Hoare, Marston Niles, George B. Newell, Fred Law 01m- 
stead, Dudley G. Gautier, Samuel Stillman Conant, A. Foster Hig- 
gins, Geo. W. Perkins, Geo. M. Van Hoesen, Percival Knauth, Geo. 

B. Halsted, William M. Allen. 

Corresponding Members — Demitri Botassi, of Greece, New York ; 
Dr. Gerhard Rohlf, African traveler. 

Major A. G. Constable was introduced to the Society, who de- 
livered a discourse entitled "A Talk about Hindu.stan," illustrated 
with stereopticon views. 

Mr. Harlow M. Hoyt offered the following preambles and reso- 
lutions, which upon motion were duly adopted: 

It is well known that efforts are being made for the purchase or 
erection of a building for the use of this Society. Of the amount 
subscribed $27,150 has been collected and placed in bank. Nego- 
tiations are now pending for a suitable site, and, in accordance with 
our by-laws, it becomes necessary for the Council to obtain the 
authority of the Society to incur any liability which may exceed 
$1,000 in amount. 

I therefore beg to offer the following resolutions, that the action 
of the Council may receive the approval of the Society: 

Resolved, That the Council of this Society be and they hereby 
are authorized to expend, under the direction of the Finance Com- 
mittee, such a sum or sums of money as said committee may here- 
after from time to time set apart or appropriate, for the erection, 
purchase or alteration of a building or buildings, as well as for the 
furnishing and fitting up of the same, for the use and occupation of 
this Society, and for the payment or extinguishment of any mort- 
gage which may be upon such building or buildings, or the land on 
which the building or buildings may be, now or hereafter erected. 

Resolved, As in furtherance of this project it may become neces- 
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sary to sell or dispose of some of the property of this Society, the 
value of which may exceed $1,000, that the Council, under the 
direction of the Finance Committee, be and they hereby are author- 
ized to make such sale or disposition of the property of this Society 
as may be necessary and proper. 

On motion the Society then adjourned. 



Meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at Chicker- 
ing Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue. 

New York, June i, 1876. 

Chief-Justice DalY in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes of the last meeting was dispensed 
with upon motion. 

The following named gentlemen were, on the recommendation 
of the Council, duly elected Fellows: 

Dwight H. Olmsted, Robert H. Lamborn, Ph. D., Wm. Tilden, 
Levi Parsons, Wm. E. Peet, James R. Plum. 

The following was, on motion of Mr. Francis A. Stout, unani- 
mously adopted : 

Whereas, The distinguished artist, our fellow-member, Mr. B. F. 
Reinhart, has presented to the Society a portrait executed by him- 
self from the life, of our honored president, Chief-Justice Daly, and, 

Whereas, In so doing he has thus testified his attachment to the 
Society, and his admiration for our president, who was one of its 
founders ; therefore. 

Resolved, That we hereby tender to Mr. Reinhart our grateful 
and appreciative thanks for the excellent work of art with which he 
has endowed the Society, which wi'l ever cherish and preserve it as 
among the best and most valued treasures in its possession. 

Mr. George Kennan, being introduced to the Society, read a 
paper upon his "Dog-Sledge Travel in Kamtschatka and North- 
eastern Siberia." 

On motion the Society then adjourned. 



Meeting of the American Geographical Soiety, held at Chick er- 
ing Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue. New York, 
July 10, 1876, for the reception of Dom Pedro d'Alcantara (Em- 
peror of Brazil); Dr. Augustus Petermann, of Gotha ; Prof. A. E. 
Nordenskjold, of Stockholm, and Dr. G. H. Berendt, of Guatemala. 
They were all present with the exception of Prof. Nordenskjold. 
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Chief-Justice Daly in the chair : 

On the recommendation of the Council, the following named 
gentlemen were declared duly elected Fellows: 

James Lawrence Breese, Hamilton B. Tompkins, James L. Banks, 
M. D., James W. Johnson, Rossiter Johnson, Nicola Rienzi Mon- 
achesi, E. L. Finlay, M. D., Julius Gerson. 

On motion of Colonel T. Bailey Myers, Dom Pedro d'Alcantara, 
(Emperor of Brazil) was unanimously elected an honorary member. 

Addresses were made by*Dom Pedro, Dr. Petermann, Dr. Berendt, 
Dr. Isaac I. Hayes, Bayard Taylor, Esq., the president and others. 
(See published account, bulletin No. 2, session 1875-1876.) 

On motion the Society then adjourned. 



Meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at Chicker- 
ing Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue. 

New York, October 31, 1876. 

On the recommendation of the Council the following gentlemen 
were declared duly elected : 

iv//(7W^— Nathan Appleton, P. J. Koontz, M. D., Edwin P. 
Mitchell, W. Howard Mitchell, George Howard Ellers, John C. 
Thompson, Cornelius Van Brunt, Gilbert F. Davis, Silas M. Stilwell, 
Jr., William W. Laman, Andrew W. Kent, Commodore Charles H. 
Baldwin, United States Navy, Frank E. Holman, Waldemer de 
Bodisco, Wright Smith, M. D. 

Corresponding Members — Alexander Peroff, of St. Petersburg, 
Russia, G. H. Berendt, M. D., of Guatemala. 

Mr. Francis A. Stout offered the following resolution to amend 
chapter 5, section 2, of the by-laws, as follows : 

Chapter 5, Sec. 2. The officers and members of Council elected 
at the next annual election (except the president and treasurer) shall, 
at their first meeting, divide themselves into three classes, each to 
embrace one vice-president, one secretary and five members of the 
Council, one of which classes shall hold ofifice one year, one for two 
years, and another for three years, to be determined at said meeting 
by lot or otherwise. The president and treasurer shall always be 
elected annually, and at each annual election thereafter there shall 
be elected a vice-president, secretary and five members of Council, 
each for the term of three years. 

In accordance with the constitution and by-laws, the amendment 
was laid over until the next meeting before being acted upon by the 
Society. 
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Commodore Daniel Ammen, U. S. Navy, contributed a paper 
entitled "The Surveys and Reconnoissances from 1870 to 1875 for 
a Ship Canal across the American Isthmus," which was read by Mr. 
James T. Gardner, general secretary of the Society. 

Addresses were made by Prof. Roswell D. Hitchcock, LJ^. D., 
Prof. Wm. H. Thomson, M. D., and by Mr. Wm. H. Goodyear, 
upon " Palestine Explorations beyond the Jordan," illustrated by 
stereopticon views. 

On motion the Society adjourned. 



Reception at the opening of the Society's new rooms. No. 11 
West Twenty-ninth street, on November 28, 1876. 
Col. T. Bailey Myers in the chair. 

OPENING OF THE NEW ROOMS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Generous contributions from officers and members of the Society, 
and from public-spirited citizens, having furnished means to pur- 
chase the much-needed building for the library, maps, social meet- 
ing rooms and business offices of the Society, two receptions were 
held at the new rooms, that members of the organization and the 
public might become quickly and pleasantly acquainted with the in- 
creased facilities for geographical study and social intercourse. 

The five floors of the building, devoted respectively to the busi- 
ness offices, the parlors and collections, the library, the map rooms, 
and the Council chamber, were visited by a large number of members 
and the following addresses delivered : 

RECEPTION ON TUESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 28th. 

Welcome by Col. T. Bailey Myers. 

After stating that as Chief-Justice Daly, the president, was too 
ill to be present, he had been requested to bid the guests an infor- 
mal welcome to the Society's new home. Even absent his fore- 
thought has provided a fitting substitute for the words of welcome 
he would address to you, in suggesting to one of our oldest and best 
esteemed members that he should unite in saying to you a word of 
kindly greeting, and give you some suggestions as to the causes 
which have brought' us to together, and the results likely to result 
from such association. 

" I have the honor, ladies and gentlemen, to present to you the Rev. 
Dr. Bellows. He needs no formal introduction. His name is familiar 
to you all." 
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Address of Rev. Dr. Bellows. 

In the regretted absence of the devoted and learned president, I 
am suddenly called upon to give voice to the feelings of the mem- 
bers of this Society in taking possession of its new home. I am 
relieved to think that it is a merely social and festive occasion, when 
we meet to exchange congratulations, shake hands, and look into 
each other's faces, and not to advance our knowledge of the science 
to which this Society is devoted. For I am neither fitted by pur- 
suits, acquaintance with the history and progress of the Society, nor 
by knowledge of its science, to instruct you, nor to tell you what it 
would be so pleasant to hear — the story of your own struggles, wan- 
derings and prospects. You see around you, in these delightful 
rooms, in your well lodged library of 12,000 volumes, your reposi- 
tory of maps and charts, enough to be grateful for, and plain evid- 
ence of the enterprise, liberality and skill with which your commit- 
tee and the friends of the Geographical Society have provided at 
last an independent and decent abode for the treasures and the work 
of the association. May it never lose its present home, until an 
edifice worthy to represent the great public interests of the Society 
rises on some conspicuous site to demand the attention of the whole 
community, and signalize and promote the grand success of our 
noble enterprise. 

Fortunately, it requires no special acquaintance with geographi- 
cal science to appreciate the importance of this occasion, but only a 
sympathy with all efforts to widen the range of human knowledge, 
and bring into our busy civic life the air of liberal studies, and of 
pursuits that have the unselfish and general interests of humanity 
for their object. To an old citizen, profoundly concerned for the 
moral and intellectual life of New York, no effort that tends to 
promote a wider acquaintance with nature and the laws of the uni- 
verse, a broader view of human interests, a profounder conception 
of the tie that binds the race and the world together, can be indif- 
ferent. It is refreshing to pass from the heated air of political, 
partisan and private anxieties into the cool alcoves where only im- 
personal topics, scientific truths and discoveries that belong to our 
whole humanity engage and feed the mind, instead of irritating and 
fevering its passions. 

And certainly, if any science has claim to largeness and compre- 
hensiveness, and a calmness below the surface of private and per- 
sonal agitations, it is geography. It is a survey of the platform on 
which all human interests stand — a knowledge of the very ground 



o 



6 Transactions of tlie Society for 1876. 



on which all sciences and arts must rest. In its astronomic, its 
physical and its political departments, it covers the whole domain 
of science and art, and requires and makes tributary to itself all 
studies and all knowledge. It is wider than country, race or sect, 
covers the land and the sea, and makes geology and astronomy, 
prehistoric and prophetic, parts of itself. Yet it begins with what 
is simplest and most inviting to infant intelligence, and stretches on 
to what baffles or rewards the profoundest speculation and research. 
What early study so universally charming as geography — what later 
one so inexhaustible and so tasking in its interest and suggestive- 
ness? The village school and the library of a Humboldt or a Ritter 
may equally serve to indicate its charm and its early beginning and 
never-ending hold upon the human mind. 

No country, surely, has a greater claim on its people for the pro- 
motion and honor of geographical science than America. We are 
ourselves the product of the noble passion for discovering and ex- 
ploring the outlying and unknown regions of the earth. But for 
the sacred instinct that drives man never to submit to ignorance of 
what can be known, to move back the boundaries that hem in his 
motion and imprison him in threatening seas and arid deserts, that 
provokes his curiosity and overcomes his fears when suspicions of 
possible possessions awake in his brooding mind — we should never 
have had the Cabots, the Amerigo Vespucci and the Columbus that, 
under God, called our hemisphere and our country out of the mists 
and the ignorance of ages into the knowledge of the old world and 
the use and possession of the children of the new. America is the 
sublime and permanent, the unsurpassable triumph and monument 
of geographical enterprise. She must partly pay back the debt she 
owes the faith and boldness of the sons of the other hemisphere by 
gleaning what remains of the harvest of geographical research, 
especially in those portions of the globe more open to her naviga- 
tors or savans, and contribute it to the general sum of knovi'ledge, 
which has now become so great, of this long unexplored and un- 
known globe. Africa, the Poles and part of Asia still invite her ex- 
plorations, and we will not forget that Wilkes and Kane and Hayes 
and Hall, and the finder of Livingston, and, latest of all, Schuyler, 
in his bold and fruitful journey into the regions between Russia and 
the east, have partly shown what America can do to vindicate her 
claim to be a grateful child of the foster mother that found and 
lifted her cradle from the waters. 

The study of the earth — and geography includes all — is perhaps 
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the most grateful and affectionate tribute immortal man can pay 
his birth-spot. For here, whatever and however much grander his 
experience of life and being, of nature and divine laws may 
become, here he began to be. Here he opened his eyes upon the 
external universe ; here he first saw form and color, and grasped 
substances, and welcomed air and light, and heat and motion. 
Here he first thought and felt, and looked up at the stars, and 
down upon the flowers, and had his first exquisite taste of the 
mystery and glory and charm of existence. No other world can 
repeat this ever sacred and memorable experience. He cannot 
again begin, however endlessly he may continue his being. Here 
the thought and the feelings of his Creator first stole into his heart ; 
here he first tasted the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, and 
felt the first throbs of love and fear, of hope and of regret. This 
will ever remain his cradle and nursery — the place where he made 
his earliest acquaintance with himself, his race, his Maker, with art 
and science, and had his first outlook into the starry universe. 
Here, then, is the site of his first observatory ; here the origin of 
his alphabet of communication with heaven and earth ; here the 
unit of all he knows and can know. 

And if there be any thing more fitted to arouse our love and 
reverence for our earth, and our devotion to its study, it is the 
growing confidence which science acquires, that its laws, its sub- 
stances, its revelations, are not of things local and temporary ; that 
it is a sample of a universal texture, made of elements that 
exist and rule in the most distant spheres ; that its laws extend to 
it from a divine centre that sweeps into unity all other worlds, and 
that its knowledges and sciences do not end here, or have their uses 
superseded or belittled by what is to be learned hereafter, but only 
carried on, increased and perfected. The universe is, indeed a uni- 
versity ; but this grammar-school of earth, with its little museum of 
wonders and patterns, is stored from the university itself, and con- 
ducted under the same head, so that it is truly a preparatory school, 
whose lessons will not prove unrelated to those higher studies 
before us in other stages of knowledge. I can believe that the 
arches of heaven itself may have rung when Newton and Kepler, 
Laplace and Humboldt entered the abode where what we vainly call 
earthly science and art are proved immortal and not less honored, 
but only further known and prized ; and it is no profane fancy that 
the great explorers of earth and sky may celebrate their human 
achievements, and keep the anniversaries of the day when they 
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made their first great discoveries, even amid the joys and victories 
of their new abodes. The dear old earth, our birthplace and first 
school-room, will not fade wholly from our memory when it is lost 
to our sight. It is not only our failure to improve its moral and 
spiritual lessons we shall have occasion to lament, but even our 
negligence to learn all that its physical laws and its open secrets 
were trying to teach us. I confess that I am jealous of the ignor- 
ance I still have of its treasures ; that I would linger long enough 
to learn more of all its climates and zones, its mineral products, 
and its living creatures, the relations of its mountains and rivers, its 
climates and the ocean currents and winds that seem to determine 
them; of the secular changes in its shifting zones; of the mysteries 
of its electric streams, and of the relations which coast lines, and 
ice-crowns, and the ocean rivers of the gulf and of the Japanese 
sea have to its commerce, its climates, the dispersion of its early 
inhabitants, and the settlement of our own Indian, Central Ameri- 
can, Mexican and Peruvian predecessors. The earth may wither 
and grow black with cold and darkness, but it will be forever the 
monument and tomb of fortunes and experiences that cannot be 
dissociated from it ; and if its little sphere be visible to any more 
powerful vision or lenses ;that celestial spirits use, the eyes of 
myriads will be strained fondly back upon it, even from the hights 
of immortal joy. 

It is a subject of high congratulation that this Geographical 
Society exists at an epoch when science has entered upon a glorious 
and triumphant career, and for the time enlists the most earnest and 
distinguished intellects of the whole cultivated world in its service. 
Never before was science so high enthroned in the respect and honor 
of the people at large ! Its leading expositors now have, as none 
others, the ear of the curious and thoughtful world. Its heroes and 
benefactors are crowned with favors, the chiefest being an eager 
attention to every thoughtful word they utter. Its savans wear 
names not confined, as of old, to the knowledge of academies and 
peers in science, but which have become household words. For the 
time, at least, metaphysical, Jesthetic arid theological pursuits take 
back seats at the court where science pushes to the front, as if to her 
native and eternal rank in the fitness of things ! " To every thing 
its season," and this is the hey-day of science. Neglected, dreaded, 
persecuted, poor, compelled to practice secrecy or to bear ignominy 
in the past — science now has at last a chance to take her revenge. 
And she seems to many to be not wholly indisposed to visit upon 
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her old scorners some of the vials of wrath they once poured on her 
naked head. I share none of the apprehensions which timid 
religionists have sometimes experienced, that science can turn athe- 
istic and unmoral, as her characteristic bent. She is under law, and 
has to teach and tell at last only what she observes and learns from 
facts and phenomena that she did not make and cannot unmake. And 
religion and theology, its hand-maid, are under law, too, and cannot 
make and unmake the Jfacts on which they must finally rest, and to 
which they must conform. Theology must sometimes sit at the feet 
of physical science, when she knows and teaches facts that lie out of 
theology's way to observe and describe — and science will sooner or 
later see that moral and spiritual facts are none the less /«<:/5 because 
harder to fix and weigh, and that the science of God is the queen of 
sciences, and will have its rights and honors acknowledged by physical 
science itself before we are much older in the world's history. We may 
well suspect the wisdom of the attempt to shut up physical science 
and religious science in separate apartments, with a declaration 
of non-intercourse between the two houses ! It is better that 
even a crude and quarrelsome recognition of their honest relationship 
should exist than that, for the sake of a spurious peace, a false pre- 
tense should be set up of wholly unrelated and irresponsible inde- 
pendence. But this will take care of itself. Science has effected 
vast changes in theology ; theology has effected vast changes in 
science I If anybody thinks the heliocentric theory of our plane- 
tary system has nothing to do with the enlargement of theologic 
notions, or the age of the earth and the race nothing to do with 
theological genesis, he is hardly to be reasoned with. But what 
have not the unity of God and the unity of the race as theologi- 
cal data done to prompt and guide the unity of science ; and what 
have not scientific minds owed to the moral veracity of God and 
the theory of his sovereignty and beneficence, in their explorations 
into the physical laws of the universe? Religion led science across 
the ocean to discover America! Science led religion over the 
Atlantic to people New England. It is the love of truth and the 
confidence in its beneficence, learned in the school of religion, that 
makes modern science so conspicuous for candor, courage and 
humility. It is a profound religious instinct that makes its chief 
leaders feel that physical knowledge can never end the quest, or 
satisfy the longings and wants of the human soul ; and I expect yet 
to see science on its knees, and theology looking with unshamed 
eyes into all its disclosures — both in perfect amity and oneness of 
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heart — before the century has concluded. Meanwhile, let us rejoice 
in the vigor with which a new civilization has inspired science. 
Humanity must not think lightly of any of the allies that fight 
in the army of her progress. There is but one end for all — it 
is the good of man, which is the glory of God, his maker ! That 
beneficent Creator has no narrower contracted scheme, and none of 
the elements in the life He has ordained is otherwise than precious 
in His eyes. Commerce, literature, science, art, even pleasure, are 
servants of His will. The great Commander gathers His battalions 
under many different colors ; and sometimes it is the cavalry, some- 
times the infantry, and sometimes the artillery that has the post of 
honor in the front. Nay, often, one arm in His service is called to 
wait until slower arms come up, before the advance can be made 
along the whole line. But He never loses a battle, nor suffers any 
one of His armies to betray the rest. Science seems just now in the 
van, but she is there in the common interest, and she will neither 
take nor hold the enemies' lines — ignorance, sin and poverty — with- 
out mingling her colors with all the rest. Let us not envy nor mis- 
call her services, nor withhold our own, if we are ranked in a less 
immediately popular or a less conspicuous corps. 

Finally, I congratulate you upon the social features of this new 
home; these ample and inviting parlors and the preparations for a 
festive interchange of minds and hearts in the presence of a high 
scientific study, and amid books of reference and atlases and charts 
and curiosities, stimulating to conversation and intellectual pleas- 
ures. Every such provision for the social wants of intellectual and stu- 
dious men and women, in this strangely unsocial stage of our intel- 
lectual life in the capital city — whose society is mainly frivolous and 
external — is to be welcomed with applause. Excepting the artists, 
there is no class of persons, devoted to the higher culture of humanity, 
that here appear to have a coherent and mutually dependent life — of 
sympathy and co-operative feeling. Neither literature, poetry, phil- 
osophy, science nor theology have any successful social centers, where 
men engaged in those pursuits are sure to find fraternal sympathy 
and social relaxation with their peers. It is complained, I think with 
justice, that thinking men are isolated, unknown to each other, driven 
into solitude and an unproductive bachelorhood, by a certain unfavor- 
ableness to social intercourse which our commercial atmosphere pro- 
duces. It is certain that a finer spirit exists in other American cities 
than in our own, in this respect. It is true our clubs do some thing 
to obviate the difficulty, but they are expensive and heterogeneous. 
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I trust that these rooms will call together and invite into friendly 
relations and social intercourse, upon a scientific ground, all young 
and thirsting geographers and scientists, and all those who find in the 
purlieus of science relaxation from commercial and professional life. 
The Geographical Society could hardly do a better service than make 
science social, while others are making social science popular. 

Excuse these unconsidered and spontaneous utterances from the 
heart, which, without preparation or adequate notice, I have ventured 
to make, to relieve the anxiety of your President, who would have 
occupied your attention so instructively as well as pleasurably, had 
his health been at all equal to his zeal and devotion to your interests. 

At the close of the remarks of Dr. Bellows, the company assumed 
the character of a social gathering, viewing the various departments 
of the building, and partaking of refreshments furnished in the 
library. 



RECEPTION, WEDNESDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER TWENTY-NINTH. 

Hon. Manuel M. Peralta, Minister Resident of Costa Rica, read a 
paper on the " American Inter-Oceanic Canal," and Mr. Alexander 
H. v. d. Horck, of Berlin, gave an account of his recent journey to 
the Spitzbergen seas and boat journey in Lapland. 

The thanks of the Society were extended to both speakers, and a 
copy of their papers requested for publication. 



Special meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at 
its rooms. No. 1 1 West Twenty-ninth street. 

New York, December 22, 1876.. 

Chief-Justice Daly in the chair. 

Chief-Justice Daly, the president, introduced Miss Russell, saying' 
that America could but be deeply interested in the condition and 
prospects of sister republics in Southern Africa, of which it is so dif- 
ficult to obtain any information, except through unfriendly sources. 
The Society desired to avail themselves of Miss Russell's presence 
in America to learn from the lips of a native of South Africa, of Eu- 
ropean parentage, something of the spirit and life of the people, and 
had, therefore, invited Miss Russell to address them upon " The 
Republics of South Africa." At the conclusion of Miss Russell's 
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address the Society gave her a vote of thanks, and requested a copy 
of her paper for pubHcation. 



Meeting of the American Geographical Society, held at Chicker- 
ing Hall, corner Eighteenth street and Fifth avenue. 

New York, Friday Evening, December 29, 1876. 

Chief-Justice Daly in the chair. 

On the recommendation of the Council the following named gen- 
tlemen were duly elected : 

Fellows — Frank A. Hill, A. J. D. Wedemeyer, John B. Cor- 
nell, James Usher, W. J. Palmer, Eben Goodwin, Samuel N. Hyde, 
Lieut. Murray Simpson Day, U. S. Navy; William M. Hoes, John 
Brower, Frederick Billings, General William Striker, A. Augustus 
Low, Daniel J. Holden, J. L. Miller, J. B. T. Hatfield, Dr. Elisha 
Harris, F. H. T. Bellew, Charles Miehling, Henry E. Wrigley, Benj. 
L. Curtis, Jos. W. Drexel, Paul Tucker, Leopold Lindau, Hans G. 
A. Struve, Benj. R. Curtis, Lieut. Geo. Mansfield Totten, U. S. 
Navy ; J. V. Henry Work, A. B. Stone, B. F. Dawson, M. D., John 
M. Jones, Dr. Morris Matson, Rev. Roderick Terry. 

Corresponding Members — Sefior Don Manuel M. Peralta, minis- 
ter resident of Costa Rica, at Washington ; Lewis H. Morgan, Esq., 
Rochester, N. Y. 

The amendment to chapter 5, section 2, offered at meeting held 
October 31, 1876, by Mr. F. A. Stout, was taken up and pas'-ed. 

The president, upon motion, appointed the following gentlemen 
as the nominating committee to select suitable officers of the Soci- 
ety for the year 1877, viz.: James O. Smith, M. D. (chairman), 
Thomas C. Acton and Alex. J. Davis. 

The speaker of the evening. Major J. W. Powell, in charge of the 
Geographical Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region, was introduced 
to the Society by the president, and delivered a " Discourse on the 
Philosophy of the North American Indians." 

At the conclusion of Major Powell's discourse, a vote of thanks 
was given him and a copy of his paper requested for publication. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

ELIAL F. HALL, 

Recording Secretary. 



